JOINT COMMITTEE OF 

CHRISTCHURCH RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Committee Meeting Minutes

Stanpit Village Hall 13th July 2004 at 7.30 pm

At the request of the Chairman minutes have been numbered starting at number 21 to follow in sequence the last minute of the previous set of minutes. This represents a change from previous practice, made to facilitate easier reference to previous minutes.

Present: Chairman, Patricia Whiffen, Paul Ranking (Christchurch Citizens), Andy Glaser (Friars Cliff), Peter Martin (Highcliffe), Denis Osgood (Highcliffe), Stephanie King (FROGS) and Jim Biggin (Secretary)

21. Apologies: John White (CCA), Debbie Stephens (Stanpit), Roger Hamilton (West Christchurch)

22. Minutes: The Minutes of the committee meeting of 11th May 2004 were approved and signed by the Chairman.
23. Re:Act: Raeph Cumming of CBC had cancelled his presentation scheduled for this meeting. He indicated he would be back in touch to reschedule, which the committee welcomed.
24. Druitt Gardens: The content of the letter from Dorset County Council was noted. The majority of the committee broadly welcomed the planned development. It was resolved that the secretary should write back to DCC requesting an update on progress in general and any planned action as regards Druitt Hall in particular. The question as to why CBC should pay for this transfer of land and responsibility should also be raised.

25. Youth Summer Beach Project: It was resolved that Patricia Whiffen would monitor this initiative and report back to the committee.

26. Traffic Regulations: Various slight amendments to traffic regulations were noted but were not seen as significant.

27. A35 Development: Patricia Whiffen reported that despite much investigation no positive decisions had yet been reached as to the town centre traffic problem epitomised by Fountain Roundabout and that more analysis was in progress.  Dorset CC favours linked traffic signals.  An A35 overpass had been rejected on cost grounds.  CBC Councillors had unanimously called for an outer relief road.

28. BT Proposals to close Pay Phone Boxes: The Secretary reported that BT had acknowledged our letter of protest with a standard letter referring us to CBC. It was noted that it had been CBC that had asked us to write to BT in the first instance.

29. CBC Budget Planning Meeting with Chief Executive and Officers: It was resolved that the Secretary should contact Michael Turvey to discuss the format and time of this annual meeting.

30. Delegates’ Reports: Christchurch Community Partnership: A summary meeting at which all the action groups had reported was thought to have been useful. The partnership organisers were looking for ways to raise public awareness of their activities. Some JCCRA committee members expressed a fear that whilst this whole exercise was useful for interpersonal contact, it could degenerate into a talking shop. 

31. Delegates Reports: Community Safety: It was reported that the refurbishment of Stour Cottage has been delayed. It was noted that Andy Glaser has resigned from this Action Group.

32. Delegates Reports: Bournemouth International Airport: The visit to tour the Airport had been postponed.  Andy Glaser is arranging a new date. 

33. Christchurch Citizens Report: An attempt is being made to reduce light pollution and the illegal erection of advertising material along Barrack Road.

34. Friars Cliff Report: Residents have reported increased vandalism to the police and the Association.

35. FROGS Report: FROGS reported they had received the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service.  A meeting organised by CBC to discuss anti-social behaviour attended by the police, representatives of CBC and the general public had achieved little.

36. Highcliffe Report: The situation concerning the closure of the Youth Club by DCC had not improved. The Residents’ Association had started to develop a standardised approach to planning objections that they would share with other Residents’ Associations when it is complete.

37. Stanpit Report: No report.

38. West Christchurch Report: The piecemeal redevelopment of Jumpers is causing concern. The owner of The Crooked Beam restaurant has applied to knock down the restaurant and build a block of flats. The petition to save the trees raised 2,173 names and Councillors have referred the felling application back to the Forestry Commission with a request that a Public Inquiry be held.

39. Treasurer’s Report: Funds stand at £87.59. It was resolved that the secretary would write to West Christchurch who had not paid their annual subscription of £15.00 and to FROGS who had newly joined the JCCRA.

The meeting closed at 9.15pm

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 14th September 2004 at 7.30pm in Stanpit Village Hall (upper committee room).

